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"by no means fer us be willing t6 imitate” 
thoſe, who through Hypocrilie, and 
Phariſaical Pride, make it their Endea-* 
vour to be een, eſteemed, and to appear * 
more Holy outward! 'before Men, an F 
- the 'Fruth within them bears Witneſs! 
- . to, which certainly is. a piece of. the xh 
' tremeſt Folly and Madnefs,to defire and 
| long for Humane Praiſe and Glory from. 
ones ME, or ers, when at” the fame 
time | 
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time we.are inwifdhy full of the flicker- 

i ing. inticements.of this World; and moſt 

17 Grievots:Sing.. , And certainly whoever 
| theſs moſt vain things, . the fore. 

I ſaid Gopds Will fly from tim, and he will 
fall -into Shame and. Difgrace : Where- 


P "” ; 3 I _, 4 \ 5 y 
Fi , RR » 
\ —_ 
: _ 
A 4 .: 
_ | bd - 


} maylt be Humbled; and dont refadls,” 
${ or be afraid to” be eſteemed and judged 


=} by. all... as. the _ vileſt_ unworthieſt, and - 
©] moſt abje&t Ofi-ſcouring and Filth, be-- 
74 cauſe of thy- moſt. Grieyous Sins, and 


great Iniquities. Do thou therefore re- 


[ qute. . thy {elf amongſt others, as Droſs. 


* * 


*} 8 Chaff amongft- Corn, as a Wolf a- 
1 mongſt Sheep, and as Satan amongſt the 


#] Sons of God. Neither- do thou in the 


T1 leaf defire to be Reverencd or Honout'd = 
*] by Meri, or to be preferr'd before o- 
f z bur rather with thy whole Heart 
=} and Spirit: fee from the InfeCtions of 


[56] | 
Wicked: ſhould be' Praiſed m the. 
cho dt 
thoſe of whom theF 
Ta. 3: 11. - faich 5\O my 'P ! th 
wich call thee Bleſſed, i: 


thee to erre, _ overturn Way. 


y ; or fall under that 
Like 6.2.6, Co gong: our- Lord : Fo un« 


10 'you when all-Men ſhall 


{peak wellhof you ; for fo did their Fas 
ther ro the Tk Grp 
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Fw we may arrive to a thorough | 
Contempt of our ſelves, wy how] 
profitable it is. 


T HE. more therefore that any Man 
knows his own Vileneſs, the more 
diſtiat and clear is his View - and - Vk 
fion of the. Divine Majeſty ; ” and the 
-. more Bafe and Vile any one appears in 

his own Eyes,- for God, Truth any 
Rightcouſnels, the more Precious he is| | 


F 


Doves 


BBS» 4 = 


beans | 


. 
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" Men, and'to believe our ſelves unworthy 
6f' every! Benefit-; to diſpleaſe our-ſelves; 

ws "Gol nes and'be will 
to-be judged others: the maſt incon 
derabl picable Creatures. - More- 


over Iet par "6 not'to!/be moved 
by 'anyTribulations, - Afflidtions 'or Ins 
juries; - nor to-Þ8 troubled atthoſe that 
bring chem upon us, nor to- entertain" 
ny hard: Thoughts, or to-haveindigna- 
inſt them; bur with an even and 
= 'to believe that we do well 

eve In i Chaſtiſe- 

ments 'and 5 entre Hm: or 

' the who truly Mourns and is Penitent ac- 
cording" God, 'he abhorrs 10'be Ho- 
nour'd or Beloy'd'by others; "arid doth 
not avoid or refuſe to be hated,” trod-up- 
on, and” wholly deſpis d ; to the end'thar 
he may. be-traly.. and With'a 
Pure Heart: may ' ſincerely cleave-to his 
rt rank Thy that we ma - 
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Mourn, 
Fab pee Fern, 7 y waa 
Mourn and Lament the mare, for that 


1 Cauſe of Grief and 

thy rat Grirecrs Ofirees and Init 
Sins. For as # MalefaQtor who receives: 
his Sentence of Death is not 


Has or. Anper,. or vain ror | 
L=ony other fuch: like. 
as the Habitations of Citizens and. 


ought to. be very different from | thoſe 
who are Innocent and not Guilty : For! 
otherwiſe there would -be no- difference 
"made_ between a Guilty and Innocent 
Unrighteouſheſs ' would be more free} iC 
than Innocence, | So that all things are I © 
to be denied, all things are to be Cor 
remned,. all things are- to be caſt away 
and avoided,  'That with full Faith,'s 
good and ſure Foundation may be laid 
or the Sorrow of Repentance. Where 
tore he that Loves Jeſus Chriſt in Truth: 
and thar Mourns after him, and that 
bears him in his Heart, and in his Body: 


imprinteth firmly and - perfeaUly in his | 
Heart "the Senſe and Fear of his own 
Death, ſuch a one will no farther ſtrive, 
| care 


ers t loſs and damage. Now this 


ility here mention'd, is nothing 
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How, bs.1of oa! en 
"teads-i-ſef to all and. : 
ang: | 


Kor! to the Jy that acconing 
F the forego: vela 
may witho us ſet « on erance, ns k 


ſecurely, au "1s aha rem ds # 
2 Me: our God, with the PTE: It 


Tem yoo bind 3 with An. every is 
em er in. Prof 
Ft or Death ; It | 
bee Neceſiity that_we relign 
ang af and every thing, : lr he 
Teaſt _—_ or fin 2x; with-tl 
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or- how + Gere the things ir ll 
+75 from God; we ſþ f ” 
doubtreceive' the ſame; accord 

Bit; I6UIR "My to thar P Ji { "P 
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wi WEE \to, God, | E 

[* 2 one conſider, that all things are pe bl 

(vb Gadd har here 
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poſlibley nad ago: 2s as-cabesfor 
ro-forghve and bibt'orit newderable: 8 
how '#hormous ſoever they" thay: ey” 
hos Aro And'thatias a Sitmer car 
altithe Power that is in him, 
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Ppermirs them to be, becauſe he knows, | 


Jan, and will change anddiſpoſe them to. 
ood 
o b 


A bmething that is better. Foras all S 
:Jhings are done by his Operation, 

* i Periniffion all Evil things are mee | 
A good : And by this means are manifeſted” 
Jas Power, Wiſdom, and Clemency; 


] Spiritual Treatiſes: | 
O'F | 


dr, . ZJobn of $ taupity ,| 
: Abbor of St, Peters at- 
j  Saltshurg in. Germany, _ 


al CONCERNING .. 
Wt Sweet Love of God, 
| And our 


2 g Haly Chriſtian Faith, 
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CHAP.IL. . 
God muſt be Loved above all things. 
| FF He ſhalt Love the Lord thy God (ſaith 
+: _Moſes and our Lord 
& {elus- Chriſt) with all thy Pray Re 
RY beart, with all thy Soul, with ed. 
, thy Mind, and with all thy Strength above 
| thin This 'is what all of us 

I| ire bound to do » by Vertue of | his 
J] Command, and the Obedience we 
14 owe hin, and this becauſe he is our 
d, to whom out of Love we are ta 
Bl frrurn, and give up again all that we 
,. and all that we have, our Heart, 
1 ul, Mind, Strength and Power, Houſe 
al anc Grads Lands and Poſlefhons, Wife 
fl and Children., Brochers and Siſters, Fa- 
y ak and Mother, and in a word 
WJ xxcepted, even our felves alſo, ro be di _ 
hoſed of, as he pleaſes, for Death or 
i #| for Life, for Heaven or for Hell ; Theſe 
\ p< indeed very hard works, which not 
Sfwichſtanding a ſuperlative lovely Love 
24 . il able to. make Light, fweet and eafy : 


—_ then, as God will have & . 
"2 E | this 


| (.74) 
this Performed by_ us, and will not accept” 


of it, as it proceeds from a ſorrowful, 
-but chearful Mind, therefore it is that he 
For in us -his Love above all things, 
that we may be able to perform his will 
herein . 


CHAP. II. 

Where God is not loved atove all 
Things, there he is mot Glor- 
fied as Gil. 


LL Men-are Created to this end, 
That they might praiſe and honor 
God , and magnitie and glorifie him in 
themſelves with Hearts, Wordsand Works. 
Now there is no other way, whereby 
the Heart and Will may give to God 
his peculiar and higheſt Houour, than 
by reſting in his Love, and by loving 
-bim only Por bimdelf, with all the Heart, 
Soul and Mind, being altogether fatia- 
ted and ſatisfied with ' his Divine Perfe-| 
Qions,. and wholly emptied of all orher 
Love beſide. For whoſoever loves God 
for his own advantage, 'or any thing 
that is Outward or Temporal, he preter 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
c 
| 
2 
I 
\ 
a 
a 
n 
b 
ir 
l 


bs 


w 
8 
V 
V 
[!; 
nc 


f 


the Creature before the Creator , : 
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ogt- 
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C 75') 
1 Robs God of his Glory, and Ho 
J niour, / and- makes that: to:be his God, 
C1 which is not God.” ' For | that which the 
| Heart loves moſt; the fame it Honours as 
ll God, whatfoever:the Mouth may ſay to 

the coritrary;, 'Who knows nor, that if 
- } a Chriſtian ſhould now a days fay, that 

his Wife was his God, or\ his Children 
1 | or his Goods, he would be condema'd 
. | for a Blaſphemer, if he. perſiſted therein 3 
| and yer who is. there T8 who doth nor 
ſee in the daily praQtice: and ACtions of 
Men,: that Temporab Goods., Pleaſure 
and Honour | are preferred before God” 
and his Love, to chaiddlebnee; that it is 
matter. of juſt -Lamentation ? + We will 
by no means -endurethe reproach of be- 
ng 1dolaters, thy indeed. we areſo rcal- 
'Iy, and in Truth; -no- 66! wen eg" 
were- of: Old. Ar this' very 'day', 
gracious God! Many in ax Aled 
Worſhip Cows, Horfes;- Gold; Silver, 
Wood.,and the Goods of his World, as 
the: Heathens did thouſand 
notwithſtanding « they .fay... wb * «their 
Mouths, Our Father which art in Hawn, 
| for-true-. Adoration confiſts in | Loving, 
| _ Not in, EROS: He prays well, 
00] | who 


4 
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7 (76: )? 
who loves much, and he who loves not 
neither does, non can pray, tho be ſhould 
repeat 'a thouſand Pſtlms on 


He who: loves God, Grvis' him;-but-kit! 


who doth not. lave him; © neither doth; 
nor: can, ferve- him, how great 'Works 
foever he may outwardly - perform. 
Wherefore nothing can be more uſeful 
and advantageous to Men, than to excire, 
draw and- perfigade them to the! lbucof 
God, eſpecially in this miſcrable-ſtate we 
aze-in,where we are oft hindred from lo. 
ving by want of / neceffaries , 'which we 
cannod be without, by outward-' profit, 


which we can hardly deny. our felves in, 


and by our inborn infirmity., which no 
body of himſelf can Tid-himſelf-- of," to 
pre Fooerana likewiſe-add ,: the Pompi 
Luxury;and Vanity: of this. World, and 
the Cunning, Malice and 'T'yranny of our 
grand Enemy the Devil. 
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CHAR LN... 
To: love God above all things canudt 

be learned of \ Men. 
FO Man'canteach another the thingy, 


Ir by SIRI, 2 Man-can| -: 


wv 


thatcan/ no other ways be known, | | 


_— 
— i... 


Ee a LL YWFY =n-E CT WP ay. > 


(C74 as 


| teach another to.ſechear,fanell, taſte, feel or- - . 


experience, - and much leſs to love,rejoyer, 
tobe ſorrawful,and” ſuch like, which Guſt 
be felt and experienced before they can 

be known, Wemult taſteir in our ſelves, 
and God muſt work it 1n.us, And there- 
| fore David fairh; Taſte 'whd fee 

that the Lord 4s Good, {weet of P3248. 

racious, We may wvdred in- 

rm others of the viſibility of colorgahd 

of the qualifications that are required "in 
the eyeto perceive its proper QbjeCts, but 
by all our. diligence we can never teach 
others toſee : ſo we may diſcourſe much 
end at large concerning: the: perfe&t and 
fopreme Goodneſs of God, and.che: ma- 
nifeſtation of his:Love,which allo is-very 
good and commendable; Ia like manner 
we may diſcourſe of the Pong of the 
muy purity of heart, of a good Con- 
ſcience and Faithunteigned,as -. 
Sr. Paul faith, The end of the 1 Tim. 1,5. 
command is Love;ont of a pure |  / 
heart,a good Conſcience and: Faith unfeigned.. . 
'But-we can never: reach»another how - to: 
love, and 'much: leſs w love» above all 
things; for this. is a work of. God,and re- 


"_ to him, « as his A Royalcy, 
_ E- 2. who. 


[ 


* 


\they- only -continue _ in the. ſpeculation 


-the Love and Goodneſs 'of God opera 


tells us; (Roma. 1.2.1) That” cho -they knew 
. God, they >glarifyed him ndt as God , newher 


prejudice ,- particularly an that it renders 


(78) 
who has the heart in-bis bands 
Pro.2.1.1- and the will in his power, to 
turn, and incline them,how avid 


+ which way it pleaſeth him 
" $ » 


li. 


CHAP. V. | 
To: Love God above all things, a 

Man cannot learn of himfelf. 

is true,that the natura ——— 

of ' Man, may from the knowledg 
the Creatures , raiſe it ſelf to the knows | 
ledgof God, 'and of bis eternal Power 
and Godbead'; Rom.1.20. and accordingly 
the Philoſopher rells us, that there is no- 
ching better than God ; but foraſmuch as 


hereof, without feeling and expericncing 


tively in themſelves, which maſt be; be- 
fore that knowledg. can beget or kindle 


Divine Love; . wherefore neither do they | 


know God-aright. Accordingly St. Paul 


were thankful!: wherefore. alſo this their 
knowledg turnsro their: greater, hurt and 
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them 


(79) 
b: | them nexcyſable, making them to become 
0 | vain in their imagination , and darkning 
d | their fooliſh hearts to that degree , that 
they beſtow the honour, which is due' to 
'F him alone, viz. Love ehove all things upon 
'Þ the Creature; wherefore alſo God ſuffers 
them to fall into Sin and: Shame, and to 
defile themſelves with unnatural Luſts, 
that they may receive in themſelves the 
; recompence due to- their Error z and be- 


cauſe they. do not like or value the true 
- | knowledg of God, God. gives them 0+ 


| ver to a reprobate mind, fo as to fall 
y | from one Sin into another , and do thoſe 
> | things which are not convenient. Where- 
s | fore certainly it is much better for a 
nj} Man never to know God, than nor to 
g | glorifethe known God, as God,or not to- 
a | love him above all things. 

| __ 

le —_— 
y | CHAP. 'VI.. 


To Love God above all things can- 


ul 
w | not be learnt from the Letter of 
w | - the Scripture. aw 46-4 

Ar TY the Old Teftament we- are taught 
1d the written Law of God, and there- 
ſs | in alſo we nd wiſe Inſtruftions, how the _ 
m v4 ſaid: . 


by, 


"t) 


aid Law muſt be kept-or obſerved. As 
likewiſe the good and advantage which” 


accrues to Men by keepiag of the fame, 


as well as the loſs and evil that happens! 
to Men for tranſgrefling of it. But when 


we com? to compare our duty with our 
performance, then ir appears that we ne- 


ver kept any one of the Divine Com-: 


mands, and that we are throughout de- 
fied with Sin. We know alſo that no 
Mancan keep the Law, except he love 


God above all things , and that the Let- 


' ter of the Scripture can never teach us 
this; for if the Love of God above all 
thirgs did -grow out of the Letter of the 
Old Law , then it would follow , that 
none did love God more than the Jews, 
who abound in the knowledg of the Let- 
rer of the Law. Bur the- Apoftle tells 
us, that the Law never brought any one 
to Pexfeftion, that is ta the Love of God a+ 
bove all things ,, which is the higheſt perfe+ 
Ron of Man ; for the Letter * the SY 
Law brings forth nothing'but the Know: 
ledg of our Duty, that we'oughe ts keep 


the Colds of God ; the 'know-_ 
* ledg of 'our Sin, that we have tranſpref- 
| fdrhem; theknowledg of our a” 


— 
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* wabilagbes Ang to Wh, 
them; and; know "of th the -oternal pu- 
niſhment, wo muſt ſufferfor ir, whence 

feat and bondage is engendred, and more- 
than.this the Letter. cannot doi; where» 

fore alſo.the Letter kills,as Si.Peul tells, 
but, cannot-quicken, it diſcovers, out (ick- 

neſs, but cannot, revover us $0; health; -it 
Manifeſts, Sins and deglares the greatnels. 
of out Fall but, ;cannat raiſe us up again, 
yet there. is this corafort in it, for that on- 


| derthis Letter the Spitic lyes hid, and be- 


cauſe. the Old Law is big with, child of 
Chriſt, through whom the Grace of Lo- 
ving. God above all things is. conferred. 

They who: have found this Spirit,and who 
know and acknowledg' Chriſt ro be hid in. 
the Law, to thoſe, lay, the Scripture is 4 
proktable Dodtrine, . and,as St. Paul-ſaith, 
full of comfort, and particularly in thisthat 
ſach -as theſe, ;as they find4titir Sicknefs: in. 
the Sariptures , fo likewiſe their Srrength 
and 'Healtbzas they find: the Deata of Na+ 
tre, ſo. likewiſe. the quickening of, Grace: 
through Jeſus Chrift' our Lord, in whom 
alſo they lave God above allthings ,-and 
are able porfectly- ro ; fulfil dd perform. 
the Law; From all which we ke: ber the 
IL F c Law 


"Law is 
our ſelves into God, from Fleſh into the 


'$pirit;in and' by whota we cry to' God, 
Abba Father, and come' to defire or long 


| For God above all things, In like manner 


alſ6 is the Letter of che New'Teſtanemt | 


a Martheret «f 'Souls , more than the 
Letter of the Old Law, becauſt-it repre 
ſems God more lovely than that doth, & 


ven as our Redeemer , - and who-for our | 


fakes was made Man,ſfuffered, was cruci- 
fied, dead and buried, upon all which ac 
counts we cannot © but acknowledg our 
ſelves in the higheſt degree bound tolove 
him above all things. ' Now it is evident 
that we make our ſelves 1yable to greater 
Sins and Damnation,when after ſo unex- 
preflible great mercy and- benefits receiv- 
ed, we continue unthankful and go on in 
our' Sins. "Theſe and ſuch hke are the 
efteCtsof rhe Letter 'of the New. "Teſta- 
ment, and therefore it kills as well as that 
of the Law. For tho it repreſents Chriſt 
to'the Eye, and his DoQtrine to the Ear, 
yet foraſmuch as it is unable to-bring the 
Spiric of Chriſt 'into the hearr, ic ſerves 
. only ta work a more grievous Death. bug 

Is | ews 


only an Aﬀeighttient+ or Terror. 
driving us ffom | Nature ro Grace, from | 
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Jews had Chriſt balory, theirEyes,in their - 
Ears, and'jn their Hands , but they had* 
nod the Spirit of 'Chriſt in their Hearts,- 
andtherefore. were in a more damnable 
 condition'than the Heathens.\ They bad 
received many - more benefits from: 
' him than from any one beſides, 'but = 

| did notloye him in the higheſt dt 
who -had loved them to the- utmolt, * 

to give” his Life for them. '' And ay: - 
this day we frequently find, that 
who have Chriſt moſt in their Tongues, 
have him leaſt in rheir Hearts, whence* 
follows, thar they alſs conmunicare'or 
impart. himto others,ſo as they have him- 
themſelves,vix. ow the Toague -and not” 
in the Heart, they: teach them ro-Iralle? 
much of kim, burto lovelittle, by which' 
means the poor ſunple People are much 


hiudred- in the way to true Perfection 
ad dans 4, wept 


"1 1) 
CHAP VYit' 


The, Love of God, above all Mo | 


cannot enter into a Man ," except 
= the Holy Ghoſt be there Gefore. | 


ed abroad in our hearts through the 


Spiritaf our heavenly Father, the Spiric: 
of Qhbiiſt,whomhe that hath not, is none 


of -Ghriſts, neither js jt poſſible for ſuch- 


atone; to- love God - above-all things. 
Wherefore we are to take notice,that the 
feſt, the | greateſt,and the higheſt ng 
God beſtows-upon a chaſen Soulgs |, 

be: youchſafes to. take up his RS it 
him, By this means it js; that: the ellen» 
tial Self-ſubliſting Love , which is God 
kyaſfelf, is Vouny in Man before his own 
Love, or any thing that cat\ be ;called 
Good, and much the fame thing happens 


to every pious Soul, as befel the bleſſed 


Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, when 
K was told her by the Ange], That ſhe 
ſhould conceive , and be with child of 
Gad; whereupon when the Virgin de- 
manded,how this ſhould come to paſs,and 


by 


"  Ainr Paul fauh, The Love of God iv" 


Mole) heſt, mahich 5: given ws us, even the 
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| q ee (and.all, holy Souls with Toa 
| received this Anſwer The - Holy Ghoſt ſpall 


TW Fo \ aan, © 
it was not. to be ; 


Order.of Nature ? Tow 


come upon thee, aud the Power of the Hig heſt 


j ſhall over:ſhadow' thee,, Luk.1.3 5.As.it. he 
| had faid;aChild of God De een hes 


| nor of the Luſt of| the Fleſh,” nor of the Hill 


of Man, but is born of God alone, Fob.1.13; 
In which Birth the Soul is endued with 
Divas Power, to fulfil all things, and.all 


\ | Commands: through. the Love of God. 


Wherefore it at any time any thing that 
is holy or. good bedone by us, we mult 


not attribute: and appropriate-it' to our 


ſelves,but to God only, who is the only 
gy all good Fruirs and Gifts jn us, 

pon which Account alſo,theAngel gives 
us ages further Information, ſaying, theres, 
fore that boly thing which ſbalh be barn of thee 
ſhall be called the Son of God, O happy;yea 
more than happy is that Man,into:whom, 
the Holy Ghoſt is come down from-a 
bove, in gr the ſelf, fublilting. eflenti. 
al Love,which is God himſelf,hath raken: 
up his abode, for in him continually and: 
for ever Divine Fruits grow and ſpring: 


forth, whether he knows it or'not ; for 
rhe 


_ "v$6') T 
the Holy Gholtiervhet idle,” Sietion 11 
he ſtirs in us motions of A 0 repre-! 
hend and'reprove that which he will have | 
reproved:; ſometimes he moves 'us to | 
mirth,and jocoſe words to' revive and re-'J 
| Joyce thoſe who he will have comforted, }' , 
&:. and frequently makes us in thoſe ve- | | 
ry things his Fruits and Children,where- 1 
by we are apt to fear , that we were be Þ , 
come his Enemies. Many, very many |. 
| 
ſ 


Fruits of our Salvation doth he work in 
us, whereof we know nothing neither 
more nor lefs.Could we now in this man- 
ner always'ſee him in'our ſelves, and , 
clearly diſcern and know him, this would | * 
be to be happy indeed here on Earth; but | | 

4 

| 


it hath rather pleaſed him, and ſeemed 
good int his Eyes, to be hidden and con: 
cealed-in us, according to the Saying of - 
rhe "Prophet David, Bf: 18.11. He bowed 
the Heavens and came down”, anil Darkneſs 
was under bis' Feet , he Hats Darkneſs ' his 
hiding Place, his covering round about him, 
were dark Waters,&C. 
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LARGER. 


om, the Indwelling of the. Holy 


Ghoſt, firſt proceeds the Light 
"true Chriſtie Faith.” | 7 


Pt no Matycan reach the +Senſe aa 

Power of 'the Holy Scriptures,or the 
Love of Gedabove all things, from any 
outward Learning or Information what- 
fever , our Lord Feſus Chriſt: himſelf 
plainly dechres, when he ſaith to his Di- 
ſples, Fob.1 6.12. I have yet many things 
#0 ſay ta you; \ but ye cannot bear: them now, 
Þr-4r expedient for you that Þ go: away for if 
1go not. away , the Holy Ghoſt will not come 
unto you; but if I depart I- will ſend him to 
you : And when He, the Spire of Truth is 
come, be will guide you into. all Truth, and 


} teach. you all. things, and will' open to you 


the hidden, myſtical Underſtanding of the 
things T bave ſpoke to you. Chriſt muſt de- 
partand paſs away from the Eyes into the 
Heart, from the Fleſh inro the Spirit, be- 
fore, ever he can be known to Salvation, 
Upon which Account he himſelf diſowns 
the Fruit of his outward Do&trine, when 
the fame is ſeparated and divided from * | 
thi | 


the in 


St. ng Fain (ll tin | 


ing, as that: of all 'c<s\ other. A 
waynathing, . exceps God nimblf x each- 
eth 1 m the Heart. x Neither can. anf man 
with any words how high and choice fo. 
ever they / may be:,.. declare , 1 |riake 
eut,/or repreſent the above meaturd love-J, 
ly Love. of God, if God'do nor forft rh. 
veal himſelf in rhe” Heart-: Wherefore 
ici withour all doubr,. that God himſelf 
brings intd/ the Soul of thoſe by whorh: 
he will be loved abbve all things, that }* 
1 
1 
| 
| 


© Wi. 


Lightz whereby his 'great Lovelineſs and 
Kindneſs” arc. clearly: ſeen and diſcerned, | 
a fim F thi without doubting, 
before ever-we! know,! or u 
what 'is right good.. Wherefore 
we- muſteonclude that the knowledge of | 
" the True Chrifthan Faith, \is a Ate meer 
Grace 0 il 8:5 
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CHAT. :F x. 
| That. Man 5s never comforted in 


hope, whom the Spirit of God 
himſelf doth not comfort. .- 


AE the comfort of this World is 
Vain, Uſeleſs and Empty ; : all con- 
| fdence in the Creature is deceitful 5 for - 
which reaſon the Holy 
Scriptures denounce Curſes Fer. 1 7+ 5, 6+ 
againſt all thoſe who con- 
fide in their own, or others created poW- 
er or ability, and by this means ſeek 
their comfort in, and from the Creature. 
The only true comfort/ upon Earth is 
founded and grounded in this, as St 
Paw aflures us, trhar 'we 
boaſt our felves and Triumph Rom.5.2,1T. 
in the Glory of the Children — 
of God, that is. in our indubitable afſu- 
rance, that we are the Children of God, 
foreknown and Elefed to Erernal glo- 
Ty. This i is the comfort which no Crea- 
wwre can 'pgive, neither cart any” deſerve 


ic, it mult and can only be giyen by the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, to- whom 


only it belongs to comfort his People”, 


and 


090) 
and whoſe property it is to convey {un 
lively hope, into rhe heart of his choſen, | 1 
and this even before there is- any Merit} 
in them, - Neither hath our ſaving hope] # 
any other. Source or Spring, ſave only{# 
the Benigne, Kind and Merciful Willof 
God, cven that very ſelf ſabfiſting Eflen- 
tial Love which. is God himſelf. Accor-P 
dingly our hope is not in any degree 
founded on the Love. we- have to' God, | 
nor on the Duties or Services we perform | ti 
to God , or for his ſake, but is only 
grounded on the Love which Go4 bears || 
to us, and the Works, that he himſelf 
operates in us. Thisthe Apoſtle St.Paul 
plainly and openly declares, from- the |© 
High Spirit he had. received of God, for | ® 
after that he had. ſpoke to the Retmainy 
concerning the comfortof Hope, he im- | 
mediately declares-ro them from: whence | 
the ſame proceeds, ſaying. | 
Rom. 5. v. 5. And hope maketh not aſhamed | 
becauſe the Love of God is | 
fhed abroad in our Hearts, through. the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is. given. unto us. 'T his-is the Þ 
ſaving Comfort and higheſt Conſolation F 
of Man, that out of the inexpreſſible 
Love of God, the. Holy - Ghoft is given | * 
. unto-j' 


y { C gr A 
[unto him, though the Merit of Chriſt, 
| wor of his deſert; a#-it is-; 3. 
4 written, Bur God Commen- Rows: 5. $9,210. 
1 detb his Love towards us, in - 
ly has be died for us whileſt we were yet Sin- 2] 
of 'ner-. Foraſmuch thervas he hath ſo high- 
n- Fly loved us , whilſt we were yer Sinners, 
r-$as to reconcile us to his Heavenly Father, 
ee} when we did notdefire in the leaſt any 
fach rhing' of him, how can it be then, 
thar being: now. reconciled through: him 
{tothe Father , we ſhould not be faved, 
rs [yer not in our own, (but in his Life ? For 
{f | moſt. ſure it is, that all Life muſt- pro- 
ul | \ceed from one Life, as | all Deaths pro- 
he \ceeded a at firſt from--one Death. . From 
or | all which it follows,'that they arc not.our 
zz, [own works, that can. give uscormfort, fo 
n- | 4s that from. them we ſhould be-able to 
ce | conceive a true and lively. hope: towards 
g. | God., but. they afford us only a 'comfor- 
table conjedture , that this true hope is in 
us.; in::the. very ſame manner as each 


fruie points us to the tree upon. which . ic 
# Iris in this Senſe $r.. 
a | Peter tells us,thar we muſt 2 Pet.1. 10. 


be diligent to make our Calling 
and Elefion to Eternal Salvation ſure by the 


'% _ good: 


FEET 1 aL) 
Ghoſt is in any Soul, ker. 'oondition maphtt 
be comparedito water ſoringing out of. ao 
Rock. Now in this caſe-frft ;-there multhes 
be water m the Rock, for-otherwiſe noteJt 
could*ever fpring:thence 3-0: the 08 
place, thoſe hidden fpringing waters muſt Þ 
make aWell,before that ever any ftreams 
can proceed from them... Wherefore as{up 

the ftreamsor rivulets lead ns to the Well H 
or Spring , and the Spring to the-hidden |& 
Water ; in like manner-do guod Works |H 
Jead us to the Fountain," wherein Faith}, Jve 
Hope and Love do firſt fpring, and theſe | Hi 
three again, lead us. to the inward hidden [ſh 
Water, even-to the Holy Ghoſt, whois | 
the ſelf-ſublifting Eflential” Love of God. [te 
By this very *compariſon- 'or \Similirude | 
God leads the Samaritan Woman from the | io 
Water ſhe drew out of Face#s Well, tou 
that Water , which is God hinaſelf, which Ja 
through Faith, Hope and Love becomes th 
a Well ſpringing up into Erernal Life, j# 
and flowing  torth inthe ſtreamgofiall J 
good Vertues and Graces. For" ithe' Hol | 
Ghoſt is the hidden Water, Fanh, Hope J** 
and Love are the- Spring that, make the | 
Well or Fountain , and good Works are t 
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Streams-or Riyulers. | Thus you ſee 
th a concluſion , that no gdod "Work J 
1 bein'us;, [3 except" the Not Ghet be 
We fore:, as bath been -already-mevti- 

awed, Now when he.dwells in us,theh is 


i 


: \ 


himſelf in us that Living Water, 
job becomes in us a Well fpri 

1wp into Erernal Life, through” Faith, 
-and Love: '' Here thou ma oſt un- 
and /how.and in newer 
opeand Love are poured forth 'or con- 
1, [yeighed into our Spuls:, why becauſe the 
fe | Holy Ghoft, : who is the true Living Water- 
en | ſheds himſelf abroad. in: our hearts, and 
is } cauſeth thenvto flow forth, which af- 
ad. [terwards farther diffuſe "themſelves into . 
de | manifold 'other Vertues and' Graces; firſt 
he | © thaſe 'that have them, and: afterwards 
to |alfo :te. others: that fee: theirr Works, And 
ch Jaſtly; 'as the ſtream is nor the Oviginal. of 
6s [the Spring, nor the Spring or [Fountain 
fe, he Original of the -hidden' Water, fo 
all Jheither can. our Works be-the! Original 
by Jo: Fairly, ' Hope/'and' Charity, nor 
pe | Faith, Hope and 'Charity: be'the Ori- 
he [ginal or" (Cauſe ' of: the Indwelling of 


re [the Holy Gb -#. 
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RAP... 
The Love to God: that is-in-us, is. R 
otten' and born of the Reves[D 


lation if 'God's Love towards uy, « 


NSiking cat) be conceived more proper ſ{tr 

-* andrefficarious' to beget Loveghanym 
Love ; therefore 'ris' that God then and |& 

thete only appears maſt amiable and loves | 9 
| ly unto-us,wheh his unutterable Lave i | 
wards us, his furpaſſiog ” Benefars: and-the 
Merits of -Chtift are -pourtrayed and ins | 
printed-on. the heart ,, when in his Light 
we diſcover; how-our Heavenly Father; 
when we were as yet his Enemies, gave 
his only begotten San. to\,come .down.iato 
Fleſh , -- into» this 'morral ;:Life.,,;'yea 
into the bittereſt Suffering and Death For | hc 
us. But-now this. Revelativn, Manifeſta: Io 
tion and [mpreffion'on the heart, canngt JC 
be performed by any-bne , !but by God& ll 
lone, who has the heatts of:;allin his.own Jr 
hand , and inclines the Will according to IL 
his owtipleaſure. Our dear Lord Chick [T 
is thatflinty Rock that ſtrikesire,bur yet JL 
doth not give it forth, except-it be forc'd k 
from him With the ſtrong lron. a. 


; ('95 ) 
+44 is the Rock that gives forth Water, 

t not till it be ſmitten with Moſes's 
7 Rod. His Holy Life, his Suffering and. 
{Death give forth no. kindling , no. infla- 
I ming Hire, except they be ſtir'd and ſtruck 
” th the eternal, unchangeable, conſtant, 
er ſtrong Love of God., in which he im- 
nf mutably and without repentance has-ele- 
id} Red thoſe, who ſhall be the Inheritors 
& | of his Erernal Joy ; for no ſtriking helps, 
& | 1or kindles any fre except it fall into 
Ne the true,catching 'Tinder of. thoſe Souls , 
m [whom God from Erernity hath determi- 
ht ned to favour with his Grace , to ſanQifie 
1, and ſave them. Forelſe, (trike who will, 
ve jthe Rock never gives fire , and conſe- 
ta {quently neither doth the Tinder catch. ir, 
ea Br when God {ſtrikes the Rock in the 
or | heart of his. choſen,then it preſently gives 
as {forth fire,then the dead Coals become live 
dt FCoals, the black Tinder looks glorious 
a+ [like the burniſh'd Gold , and the cold 
in {ire becomes ſhining and flaming in that 
to [Love ; which is kindled by God's Love. 
it FThus Love procceds and ſprings from 
et [Love, thats from the Love of God tO us 
WY __— our reciprocal Love to him. So 
iſt]lkewiſe neither doth this Rock give forth 
I] WARS. Water, 
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Water, except it be ſtruck with the k 
of Miſes; ever flowing ſtreams of Gra 
do not flow mon Chriſt; neither doth 
appear in the higheſt degree lovely and} 
amiable, friendly and kind , in that he} 
Was ſcourged, crown'd. with Thorns, 
mocked and' crucifyed , but becauſet 
merciful Lord God, the true Moſes ,-thel; 
Great Law-giver of the Law of Love, It 
our of pure Love to us, or asthe 
Iſiah, (chay.5 2.5,8.) ſaith, for our key |* 
hath ſtruck and ſmitten ic, tO the ent [+ 
that nothing but Love might flow from |; 
him, and' hee the ſubſtantial and RY 
al Love, which is God himſelf, (which is þ 
given unto us before all gifts and | 
without any merit of ours for Righte- 
ouſneſs might through the Holy G cal: 
flow through'and wholely penetrate our 


hearts: From all which we may gather I} 

this Concluſion, that to love God above 1 
 pll,, is a meer pure Grace and Favour a- If; 

bove all our Ants or Abilities, and above Þ}, 
all our Works and Neri. 4 
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F onchfrond fo all- Beloved: ines? | 


» | in the fame Meafure"or Degree: 


wAl 


1s tolows. : 
mL Savingly, now-ora rauchy as e-- 
he fv. in Saving Love, there be higher and, 
e, wer; greater and leſs degrees, it will not. 
Xt Ihe in vain or unprofitable, to make men» 
® Fon of the ſaid _ ence or diveriuy. 
ad | *hrie arg. ſome in this Love Of God a» : 
= hove all things, that are called hwipientes 
ths ie. Beginners; ; ethers -Proficientes, Profich 
ents,0r goers torward-z-and ſome again, , 
”_ © [Perfettigthar are akndbd ro the Perfection 
{of ir. QF which three forts,the firſt love 
oh God leaſt, the ſecond more, the third or 
urYaſt, moſt of all; yet all of them, , Love, 
he him above all things : ; for did they love 
” ay. thing more than Ged, or: equal with 
bs * ky their Love. would rather be Ha- 
6d of -God, becauſe therein rhey do-not 
render him his true and due Honour, as, 
ds. Love faith, Men indeed may build 
" Thi Hay and Wood, Gold, Silver and 
Fretious Stones upon the Rock; bur =_ 
F 
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18th Toundarion of all:Lo 

good De cot and this is ID os all/ | 
re Lovers of what rank. foever. Bit; 
the Reaſon of rhe- diverſity- of- ſome lo- 
vi wes, more, ſomeek, ſome in a higher} 

others ina lower degree, is this, bee T 

cauſe Gods kind and amiable Manifeſtatis [y 
on of bimſelt , doth not -a&t <=AE 
like Nature,atcording to- its utmoſt Powe 
er- and. Ability,.-bur:more or leſs, as- 

Holy Ghoſt"pteaſeth,and bow, aod'wilkng #1 
he pleaftth. ' Therefore to'Love Goda Fe 
aſl all things,is not'only Free Grace,  bults [þ 
ny degree of Loveis ſo likewiſe. : Ifle 


FLO IGTTE 'IT 


LY CHAP. ATI. 


How, or in what manner , the FE 
ginner loves God abeve Fh 
things. 4 


FHEkr firſt degree of Love manifeſts it 
ſelf in this manner, when the Loves 4 
linels 0 of Ged's {o deeply I he 
| cart 


ix contrary Foy _ 
«| of all pe Bro jan ws | F / 
y of Pride, whereby Þ pe 
Þ [Ys himſelf” on aarls 
> ye God; - which dorsyY / 
He loves himſelf Slick - 72s {op 
|; nore than God. This Love brings- aldhg 
7 in 
* Luſts, nd holy Fear,-not fuch as Ser- 
o vants ſtand in of their Maſter, but ſuch 
1 young Children hays;for their Father, 
| "he Beginners there,js a. mixture of 
a] Fear and Love, and" a Conjunttion of 
vir avenly and-- Earthly:: Delires 3 t 
Hove ''many things. together-:: with\. 
> *Thercfore the vertue or goodneſs of.thele, 
iþ dnliſts only m-this, that'the Lave- of 
"F bod that is in them: ,: comtinually-brings 
th-Heavenly Defires, and thattho* they 
wy ie God, rogether with other things, yer 
® they! tove/ him above- and. more. than 
+þ iem. - Wherefore alſo the Beginner falls 
70 Þften-inco many lefler Sins/,-by the: de- 
loht herakes.in Temporal Profits; Ho- 
pur-and Pleaſure; and-into ſtrong Feats 
. F:2 | and 0 


— 


ono Deadly Sins. fo ho 
& ready-to-{in , but that the Fri idly | 
- and Lovely Perception of God- in | | 4 
"heart doth hinder | him: Wherefore it; 
— +Mill appears,/that. whatſoever the Lowe 
- » - of God above all things, begets or brin: 
- F4orthin the Heart, is DEE: elſe tur 
meer Grace. | : 


OE 


CHAP. XIITL” 


How the Proficient Loves God « +] 
F bove all things. is 


; ©; 2kaet ir-ofr happens ; hk >| | 
from Heaven doth manifelt bi n | 
' ſelf yet more {friendly and amiably to the}? 
= Hearr, and thereby inflames the Will t 
that degree,” that -now the Soul doth notÞ 
only love God above all things ,-burall ﬀ 
onde} all ather thingsin ſubordi 
tion, and with reference to. the Loveolf, , 
Gd, inall thingsaiming at his Praiſe andÞ, 
- Glory. Such an one is more .concerni 
how h he may pleaſe God, than abort 


p 
difpleaſing oh him, Now:he.to vhow | 
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iven/to love.God in this Degree;or to - 


, - Bl Neo be whom the: H 


Ghoſt thus: loves, in _bim- this: Jyover is 


A , | 4 T vent jade, by. the! EW pi of 


rage of Ming 2 Senn Ng | 
Converle, wile Purpoſes and Underts: 


kings , and: other fach like Vertues-that 


'helpto raiſe a Manabove himſelf. I have 


| faid that, Man being fo bly excited and 


moved with the-' Divine 


els and 


:[ovelinefs, doth love God in this manner, 


For rather that the Holy Ghoſt thus loves 
Tin him, tothe end ar no body mighr 
= [attribute his Proficiency or riſ1 higher. 
410 himſelf, but appropriate and impure ir 


"7 0 God alone. Even..as Chriſt inſtructed 


is Diſciples,and in them all of us : bon 


| ; ze ſball be brought before Kings and Gootynors 


off 


, RN 


for wy ſake; taks no thought how, or what 

ye ſhall ſpeak: for it ſhall be given you an 
| {bat ſame hour what ye..ſhall ſpeak. For it 

wt wor ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your 


Father that ſpeaketh in VA, at. 
19,20., T pn the FOO of. 
Froth. w if it be truey 


1 10t ſpeak , wii we ſee mo 


A and «oa Voice * 5 MM 
A b..:$ 


LLIELY 
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A « kis. Breath, why ſhould n 
=Y 


ure the: Love wefeel inour he 


cho Pick Ri pt ' but. the Senſa-4.: ; 
ron it produces is our own. Fromm all F 
rwhichir:appears, that the Love'ef Profi. | 
«5onts\, together with the Vertues flowi hn 
from it are: meer Grace, 8 / well as'that 
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| of rhe Beginner. 5 
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"CHAP. X1v.. © 


I Flaw: the Perfect. Lover. fees Gadl 
8 © above all, thous. ul ttt 


E is called Perfe8 in Love, to A 
Ged manifeſts and repreſents him» 
Kind, fo fweet,and fo nf ; 
Ns wholely of Hip: mind, : 
ing lovely but 
W i Friend a Gy way | 
in as this loatherh fend 1s burthen'd | 
ik l,. haceth this Ik and. wy YH 
Lt # | 
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 hic,, Hle is 
pe our. 
Heaven-or Hell, ge or Devil, -Fries 
or Fae, he hares Father. ond Ms, 
{Wiſe Chiron Brochers and Siſters, - 
ye1 even; os! own 
J kit. whale!y and alkagethenin Wang 
| 'taarhe,may.fand himfelt; {ry His. Beloved. - 
© | He is got; beyond Gelf chooling and hs-- 
| own Works., :and-only waits ; 
J | God will be pleaſed tochoole, chink; ſpeak 
and work i in bim-,; wich: total, proſund 
d | lives ti nook NO; 
'Þ- fleavey{o faſt. go God, that-hie ba 
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|} one Spirit with him, Fear takey, noplace - 
Mm} in -hioghis Labour;is-without Wearlneſy', . _ 
n- | and. his Sufferings are become- his Joy, 


: | Triumph end Exultation, —— 

| are, we to aſcribe all rheſe-great, £ 2 
$| * and wonderful.Works? 
Þ | ly, no, Thar|be far. from/\goy + 
'd | Mind,” God himſelf -is the Worket,}the 
Al oy Ghoſt is o ey —_ 


Jen ber fl wad oſt lo+ 


Nd hath"sf. Free Grace, favoured 
her * five in himſelf, in his own Spirit. 
And therefore let ſach a Soul examine het 
felf , whether ſhe ' finds thoſe Fruits in 
her, which ſpring from the foreſaid high- 
eſt degree of Love,whether or no ſhe be 
that 'T'ree, . which God himſelf hath plan- 


red; fot whatſoever God hath not planted 


muſt be plucked vp"by the Roots, caſt 
away andburat in The Fire. Wherefore 


the Great Duty of 'the Soul in this ſtare, 


rn to: » Saree horn bo 


Tabs ins ove of tae | 


the "Hoy Ghoſt ; from whence 7 . 


Yeoh this Las inhinaſ 
xth \W be his 

$0 ere + Ye OR 5,7 

Tooabt to $10,and therefore 


Naure , and acknowlec 
be:a_ Child of Grace; as 
new rt. Fg, out « 
Grace... *. 02/0 12% 
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1 The Degrees of the Live of God 2 a= 
bove all things have a mu nal 
. Subardination and' Reſpett to one - 
-canother -;. but yet are not. all gin - 
' vbu-by God inthe iſame. Order. _ 


[FiBon ImperfeRion. according to the 

Ec: order of, Nature,we. advance and £ go 

" 20. PerfeQion ;. and nothing grows - 
F.'5. Greaz... 


* In d4.5 barred ed ens anos 
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| abrbal anon foe of , then vin 


_Togiveitinalo 
PE iniveſ.. For 


- bs Eyesz for notwithſtanding the \Be- 
the Proficients; better-;. and the Loye of 


— - : « . - Wc 
| _ . AAnrr - Nt 4 
AIR 8 ry from t+ 


» bis 


15" in the Power of hind that 


ae Deg, ry 

dine For he dat © 
aby oe of ths free Wi he mity at | 
ft give him one pound, at ariother t 
Keck, hundred, and fo" 'on'; of i 


y invert this Order, inf 
gjer f at gifs pl 4 


ndred, next ten', and 

ez of el may pive. Us 

whale ogg 6. pounds at bell oy beſt 
liketh him... Foraſmuch therefore, as to 
love God-above all- things,is a free Gitt 
of the Holy Ghoſt , ir depends wholely | 
of Will. to beſtow. the ſame in the. 
eſt or loweſt Degree , ſooner or la-: 
fer,or. all rhe De et it rogether and- 
at once , according 'as it ſeems\good in 


* Z £ IE "7, 
wie fi Vo. 7. ae. one Ee 
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ginners Love. be in it\ſelf inferior and Jeſs, 


cc" =s ” 
LY 


thoſe who are: Perfe8,beſt of all ;- yet k. 
it one andthe ſame thing with him .to; Þ:. 
make Smner Perfo#t i in Love at the' ft, 


-Paul was caught 
ma Peter we” pu ter ron | 
teats of- Love, and Mary Magdelen with 
Jojrof, heart waſhed the- feer :of God | 
 with-her:Tearsand wip'd them\withithe - 
| hair of her head, notwithſtariding that 
| Repentance init ſelf be.the work of Bo. ] 
 ginners.: Many Perſons likewi : 
un themſelves, 'that art: theie farft c; | 
leave of: Sib) > area Ay oh 
mthemftlvesa/ freatidel £0: forks then 
F-lvesaid ati rhe World,which! iss Wotk®>: 
4 of Pore Loveand yet two or three days 
Þaftorir may: b&cheiſame perſons find grear 
| #tkeuky and oppoſnion'ro deny: theny. . 
felvesi.parcing; with” the” leaſt pare of 
Frkeir Goods), or {omefiltby-Laftzwhich 
-rche/ weak ved 4-defeftive Work tf Be: 
eruners;n Somberimncs At ? the. *Beginning of 
vur Converſion, we are uble ro bear an -- 
bundred: weight,' which belongs to thoſe-. 
ts are Proficients,when, | # may befome- | 
ſome. afrer we 'are- nor--able to! bears - 
£ |, weight, winch 1 is'a"ſtare 


berigath 
that- 
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Mighe « and Pies of: the rf ts, 1. 
imparts the fame ynto us: on | 
how, he: will;-not accordi eo gury bit | : 
kisown, good Pleaſure: and Liking. Thi? 
diſcovers the great Folly of rhoſe ,i who 
think by their good Deeds to move and 
incline God accondiog to their Will and Þ 
Pleaſure; who, in their - own: conceit, | 
would make. chemſelves fovel y .and'-ac- | 
ceptable to God,” and-allure God to them } | 
by their! Vertue and Goodnefs , as they 
lure Hawks wich a Bait ; by which. pers | 
ſwaſion, they'rob the Divire Mercy of 
its due Priviledg and Prerogative , Ke '0 
 , carry | blaſted | Oats 'to] Market; they] 
would fain-purchaſe Gold with Dung,and: q 
' be faved by their ownRightcouſneſs, and 
ing th Folly", alledg: the - Says 
ings « Fathers, which t 
Hal Fa And which they 
wanknl 7 difleaſed with thoſe,who carinot: | 
comply with them in. this their Folly..| 
O Folly beyond all Folly ! To miſtake} 
about-/ the riumber of the Stars , the 


Heightof I of. the See 


erty ”_ 
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'F but ro: miſtaken OOTY 
oy - * 4 : - 
Y \cornour Salvation, is a Loſs ineftioable 
. 


and irreparable, and more-eff 

"the Love of 'Ged:: for he that 

Þ in this Love, miſtakes in all ryan. 

arc-neceſſary [to Salvation ;, whereas he 

| -who 15 not miſtaken 4m this ;' cannot err 
in avy- thing, thatiof -neceflity) condu- 

* ceth to Salvation. Would to God that all 

| the Books wereloſt, wherein Men have | 

- taught us- to-practice-Vertues:;;. f{o._that 

' Loye glone wg found: by -us!;/ for 
thenevery one would do what he ought. 

| Bur/farafmuch as the Divine: Loye only 

| flows forth from Gods Love re ”r 

| manifeſted to us , it! for the. 1 

happens, that we through our dos 

df carneſtneſs and eager: purſuit ;after-her, 

d | hinder out ſelves from relliſhing ber ſweet 

ys Savour , which is 'beſt taſted end 'per- 

ceived', when we are filenr, and. i 5" 

(>. verted, "inwardly attentive ,. when we * 

vt-} pen our: Mouths wide, expetting 

+ Heavenly Food ; when. we he, or Fu 

| neither Good nor > Evil , but attend the 
Working of: the Holy Spirit in us.In this 
| anners David brokprd and brad whe 
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> from: Heaven 
ters.ir- ſelf: /ro-be 
bY in quates © Mence.. 


other-outward ahd-! 


ceive his Lovely "Motions, [This 
RS . thou 4 
leeſt;how our-yood - God peraiirs himſelf | 


idegroom, bur-rither ſcem'd: 
es be thoubled ur his knocking, _—_ 1 


the /time'/he took to manifeſt: him- 


folf "inal Friendlitiels and Io tw 

. . Ve: 
her;whe reas When the rum out kf ave ws | 
He hid himſelf from her, CHAP; 1 


_ Roſt and Silerioe; (chi fo we--mhay! hoc . 
| , and \pet- 


Js On, Se rr A A ny 


fora wc | 
| OTA con ; 
on; exiſt above-all things labour a 
endeavour-for inirard Rilines and: quiet | - 
of Heart, ahd-49 rediceour:Priyerjact 


"ends. "xv3,0 bs 
5% Degrees of the” Love" "6h | 
'F alter and are changed, accard- 

"ng to the. Will. and Plea y 


he Self-ſu a; 
oder” Iv e a Gear 


Ie | 

ll. 

+| © milf Ofeful for Men" +5 
., To Love -Ged above all em 
% add; 
1 

» 
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ore ' is a perpetual-.and- conſtant 
| Work, always abiding rr adaoag 54 
as the Loverabides,in./the true: 
| fiot always at the ſame Height, orin the 
- | fame Degree, but!ſometimes; 
| | at other thake ak, as God knows. it will 
; | be moſt Prefitable for the Beloved. Pere. 
4] fon. To Pau! was given 4:thorn its the 
| Fleſh, an Angel of Satan to buffet him; har 
| he might not beexalted above meaſure by 
far af: the abundance 'of Revelations: v 
| fed unto him; Cor. 1247. And bon geny 
ther hand we ſee, the! Robber was aſſured of 
| ' bis part *# Paradice Luk:2.3-4.3. and had a 
| dear fight given him, . 'that. he wasa 
. | Child -of Salvation, and was favoured 
\ with a joyful Death-, t0::the end. the 
34D Y. | Depth 


Dept RF on overwinll 
= Cos OE Paul oe hes Rem. | 3 
was me from thij Body of Death ? Andi 
£5 oy hear him Balting a 1 1: 
3830. for: T'am peifiaded\s tht neither | 
Dearb'\nar Lifeywr |\Angels, ner Priveipalities, | 
come, nor Height, nor Depth, © nor arty other 
Creature;: ſhall ſeparate me. from the Love of | 
was a*perfett Word, proceeding from 4 |, 
Eove/' Thus. is happens ſtill az} 
7in-a much!ſhorter ſpace, doth - : 
ofe- alter «the degrees . of Love in us. ['c 
_ fe Elevation of -our Minds, wich entire . 
and: coral ponen and ſoon after h 
F 
a 
i 
e 
I 
n 
S 


Q, pretobed Man that 1am! who 3 

not Jn 

tmiing ar | ſuch a\ rare as'this, Rem.8.] 
rior Powers , nongbynge « preſentnor thing; to 
God, which #$in Chriſt Feſa s our. Lord, 'T'his- C 
this . lay y that God Se Ine in- af Hours 
Sometimes we find-in our; ſelyes a per- | 

Fence. a: Fright liful - aod .. doubting 


art; andan able Will,..and many, | 
afe inthe ſame Moment camforted-again | ; 
with Courageouſneſs and a Peaceful and 
Joyful Mind , which makes them break | 
forth-with David, Plalm. 56. 11:, 1n.God 
have 1 put my Truſt, and will not fear whan 
all "mine Enenuts can do wito me. v0 that a | C 
Man Þ C 


Þ more we are to know <6 gee com 


fort, that the Love which God hath' r6- 
wards uy Jotty neither admit of _— 
*dmmintnion 3 and” frequently 'is _ 


[the very belt for us, whhage! lea 
þ all perceive*or underſtand it; We are 


alſo for the moſt part moſt ſweet and'well 
caſing to him, when he ſees" moſt 
itter Bad harſh'to us, here upon Earth, 


| where his Divine Love more eg "Its 


ſelf for our Croſs and te nan th 
for our Joy. "Heaven is the 

God continually manifeſts and 7 
himſelf in everlaſting Joys,not this 
| Forafinuch therefore as there is more 
| advantage and profit in Poverty, "than 


| in'Riches; more in Suffering,” 'than' i 
| enjoyment ; "more in Weeping than” ii 


 Lavghrerz more'in Hurger'thaf'in Ful 
| heſs'or Satiety ;- more-in Commutgion 'of 


- | Suffering thati in” Coninmunion' of 


' Comfort it follows, that "the Love of 


God manifeſts it (elf mn a fuller and grea- 


rer 
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haſeryjo we, are 


io and ore Aelig w-\ 


api the.1 Fc 
protudle © ar bAOTIOgS: and; ay vl 
Ear it is far j09rs.projue x 
to. our alvaiion\ Fae c 

our. -OWn Strength, . than t 
: 

1 
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Labour. 2For. which Cauſe alſo God of 
| Grace, dath-: es + rake : 
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I Frogs 


end on, 

ixmng of; ogr. ſelves | 
yy cog of re, | 
ran to: higa.as. our 5 an Res ace" | 


: e and; Power + along, | | 

Wh Gere with us,j then ihe! | [ 
great Love-of God to.ug ward.thel, 
of, Beginners (proves. of: greatelt, uſe! and | 
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Lama Gp 
| nar. take 
FOI = —F but only fix 


arty Serpent,as in Numb, rar $9. 
I the Figure it-is/very 
| comfortably. held forth to us, When he 
"Children of 1/ael, were dangeroully..and 
:mortally hurt, by: the: poy ful | 
of the Fiery Serpents, God was 
to give them a, Brazen Seen 


rs 


caine, 
ay eve ; 
| WAY . 6 OK [ 
\ # Which Figure imports th Jena ls 


' there/is no more. ready. or, ; 
way for a Man. [O get rid of the ' 
| ſon of Diabolical Temptation, t 

"he deſpairs of any. on, frir 
make a *ppigl * it,. and. lays. 

| the Crols, truſting and co g in;that 
: Fight and Combat, which Chriſt, with- 
> out Sin, maintained againſt the Sins of h 


- 
3s 


mmm _——————— —— 


Oe IES> 7 VELEE). Ov 
[pos thinate the Didbolical Poy|. © 
on, and in the" fime_ carne off a Cond 5 
quiror and Triimphator: And thus al © 

"Chriſtian boafteth'of Chriſt alone, arid} 
'wholly defpairs of himſel£ Wherefote|- 
It 38 nuch Kittee f a Min. to'cottmiit 
 andrelign himſelf wholly to* God ;' nei 
ther Praying for this, or the other feel-} 
ing or Perception of the Divine Love, i 
-but_that he would order ' all things ac- I 
cording to his own good Pleafure. When {| 
a Min” comes to this State; "he enjoys a | : 
conſtant and abiding Peace,” Tranquility | 

and Comfort, founded and bottom'd on 

the unchingeable” Love God bears to..Þx; 
| 


wards us, koweyer Dead,Barren or Hea! 
vy he may find hirgſelf, —- ' who Þ 
treft, "fave in the ' higheſt degrees / 
fLoyeF atid who-ds" not believe Gad | | 
#* with "them, when'they 'do-nor feel in | 
themfelves rhe Sweetneſs of his Love, 
"or leaſt me Corfort and Solace of | 
his Spirit; Fitch as theſe have no conſtant. | 
tian > Obthfort here'on'Earth, and are -| 
of Eminent Danger” both-asto'Soul and '| 
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. |S C H ry xn 
W's, all ee Danke the A 
- the beſt of the Elef, that Love 
:..God above all things. tut ty 


LL * and. all; Crexrres rar 
Fo = ho . belong. ta. Chriſt.and.- 


;are (8 as ' p19 Paul faith,,..1 Core 3-94 
021,22 23.1, The | 4poſtles., i, the \Warld, 
"Li, Death, Things preſent ' and things .to 
| come, and in 4 Word all Creatures are his, 


| who himſelf is Chrifts, and Chriſt. hier 


a 

£ A MEAN, . 33 Gods, but, we are his, thrqugh 
* |. or by means. of Chriſh, Whegharch 
-Þ'fo the Elect Soul, is by mea | 
4 fo highly Seated in; Gods: 7p * _—_ 
| all:Evil, yea, even Sin- it ſelf, is: not | 


9 

4 not burtful to hergbur alſo. conducive and 
| belptul.in the hand. of -God her-great” | 
; Phyſatian to her beſt State. Venly. F 
p true Chriſtian. is a Miracul 3. Creature 
nt 

re 

id 


' |. of. God, with whom God from Ererni» 
2%, in the higheſt Love, has ſo1 intimate» 
| ly United branſell, that tho? . (as. David 
7 faith, Phlm. 89.30, 31, 32.)- He for- 
. ſake the Divine Law, and walks/\ nat. in. by © . 
© Fudgments, tho he prophane 4 his Statutes, and 


key 


W's tt wg 49 ts 
> his Salvation: - For | 
oe Anion, can "El 


A = ' 
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Tas 
and whatſoever he hath onceP 
Aſt Eernilty be true: whom Go 
and Favours, to hit Heaven and 
Hell, **Godd and Evil muſt be: helpful 
and advantagious; And for this Reaſon 15 
it's thar we are very Subject ro be: mi- 
and conforitided in our Refleing | 
£theWorks' of "other Men , and 
Lack weare not able intheleaffts paſs a 


ztor EltEmate, what is pro+ 
ible or Hijrrfal to. Men, foraſmuch as] 
D find” by experience, that God ſotne-.J ni 
% = out of great and faithfal Love,per-Þt 
”, . mits hin that Rtands,to fall. Who doubts Je 
bit that Pere Fall; "wherein he denied-' 
his Lord and'Maſter, was far more pros. ÞS; 
- fifable and advantagious for him," than? ÞFi 
ro have continucd and perſeyered in his 8: 
Rf.confidence. Our Lord and God has: I 
a 'preater. Intereſt, and is more concerned Fm 
ro manifeſt and diſplay” the glory of his'Þ} 
own n "Ore, Mercy , than to _—_— 1 
We and | 


þ ied ctacy/(illdeap enk hold forth. 2 
A he unmealurablene&of his Love, :otthsi 
thakerableneſs bf his:Mercy. 1cPheres 
I Yfore Pau tolls us p Ron: 2.02 hin That - | 
if [God bath corcluded all-.under! Unbeliefo dad. 
n [8in, that he might have Mercy ; upoie} all. 
«JF you take away Sing who thenaill-de 
able clearly to underſtundthat Gods Mer 
[*y_is above, and beyond- all his ; 
1 for that--Chrift the true Son ,- Ht 
. [the Redeemer &f the World, Which 
s\ [no other. wa could ever have been 
__ 5 but by his ns able EOS 
; 
[ 
| 
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z y that great-inftance of his "Fraſer. 4 
s Je dere Pty and Compalſon to us miſera. 
[ble- Sinners. And therefore: ouwalep- 1 
F Sin os Sulutary or Saving," becauſe, þy\,Di- 
[pine Mercy it. procur'd us ſo glorious a 
[Saviour and Redeemer, Forafmich then 
\ [as'God makes uſe of Sin for che advance- 
pt merit of his Divine Glory, 'it is no longer 
'any Wonder that he makes che-fame al. 
| [6 FORO to. the Sinner," "a = 
b Þ m 


—_— 


rc ery Soak Mercy i the 
Worki of; God. alone; 7T'is he-only cha tt 
can''bring \good out. of Evil ; we. can] 6 
fall of-our ſelves, but not. is again of th; 
our ſelves; -rhis'reſts only -in the gracious, his 
 Metcitulneſs of God; - which excells and:]fto 


ORNPUngE-Al Kit Viſorta, . 1 Iter 
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FPhoſacver hath not mn " | 


| ove of God above. all hin, . 
«to. hin all, the. Temporal...goo: " 
.. things that God affords him are |F: 

" "of 0 Profit. "3 TY ' 2) pMth .. / Be 

GT. Paul, Gaith , 'T Cor, I2: [, 5/3; Þ 

The. I ſorak with the . Tongues... of Men \y\; 

. and Angels,; and/bave not Live or Charity | 
I.;am become. like a ſounding -Brafs;/y %,,4 [f:1 
had det and tho 1 have. the gift fl 
Nurs: t Troieie |eny 


- (we) 
| Propheſie, aid wideſt and' all- Abltdins and. 
| Rnowleilye'5 ahd" the I Gave all Baithy! for 
[rb40 2 colld remove Mont aint , aid "have 
Chain" am nothing: Moreover tho Tt” 
y all my Goods to feed 'the Poor, | antt 
| ough I give my Body to be burned, if 'Þ 
woe not Charity it eth 'm# 'not 
[Fca; what's ſill wn fs, 
for}! it {70.2 bverſons Hurt and''Lofs, 
Thar ver he wis born a Man, and the 
| bigheſt"Gifts'or Bertefirs'God hath - be-+ 
[howed uporr him ſerve only for his grea- 
I r condemnation. It had been betrer 
for Fudas,he had neverbeen born ſasChrift 
[himſelf teſtifies): that he had never been 
{in Apoſte,that the had never wroughta* 
ny Miracles,” that'he had never ſeen-or 
Jheard of: Jeſus,” and had never eatenthe 
veer Food with him at the ſame Table, 
than thar'after ſuch great and ineftimable 
TFavours received, he ſhould become his 
| Berrayer,' fell hit and «deliver. him to 
C[the Fews.* From whernice we. may- take 
{ {|iorice, that our deareſt Lord God; be- 
Mows that. ofren ih-bis Wrath; which he 
Wenics in*his Love. From whence alfo 
| Ss that" the” higher- the Gifts | are, 
4M receive'frori Ged; the mare they 
page us to the Duty of loving Gol $0” 


C2 


'C x3 


above all things,. thn hrenec; ruakg 
us. to: Loye: Godfo ; and thereforeare: 
rather \Poyſon. than; Gifts. ,. if Love 
-does not came along. with. chews neither, 
can. they. certainly aflure, usof that love, 
-wherewith- Gad loves: us. to. Salvation, 
Moreover-. theſ@ Gifts whea they, aig 
ſeparate from Love, are the cauſe, of..a/ 
* puft. up Spirit,” P roud. Migd, cenſorious, 
Judging, arrogant Actions, .imprudent, 
Behaviour and converſe, Self conceited- 
neſs, Hypocriſie, and" Contempr. of the 
ſimple K-44 {ingle hearted, and ha ſuch 
like. Wherefore alſo, Jeſus ſaid to-- his 
Diſciples, when they boaſted;themſelyes 
:becauſe of: the High gifts; of, God, | be- 
ſtowed upon them ; and;more eſpicially 
becauſe the Deyils were. ſubjec} andiobes 
dient to-them- through his; Name : I bes 
held Satan as Lightning fall from. Heaven: | 
and added-this following Leſſon ; . true 
It 1s, I have given you Power to tread nm 
Serpents and Scorpions, and” over. all the 
Power of. the Enemy ; notW,thſtanding for. | 
£85 7ejoyce not, nor 173 part icular. for $.4t the | 
Evil Spirits are ſuljeF to you,but ratberrejoyee | 
becauſe your Names are written in Heaven | 
Luke 10. 17, 18,19, It is, very. DIY 
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ble; that Fudas, as. Yell as Peter, cale 
the ck, iſt out Depts, upd wroug 
other Mitadtes., but forafitach as h 
wanted' Love, alt this was of no avail to / 
him. Wherefore it behoves us. alway 
to walk with Fear and,” Trembling, and 
to be ſo much the more humble, as we 
enjoy mure of theſe Divine. Gifts and 
Graces, whereof. we mult give an Ac. 


count to God, how we. have SHY. 
them. 
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"CHA P.- XIX. 


Whoſoever hath a true Love ta 


God, he undoubtedly keeps all 
his Commands. 


A true Mark of rhe Love of Ged, i 

* the fulbilling of the Commands of 
God, according to the DoCtrine of the 
Wiſeman for love begets likeneſs, and 


conformity, makes one. Hearr, one Will, 


cne. Soul :n.the Lover and the Beloved, 


| When Love raſcth her ſelf above her 
"ſelf; ſhe frames her ſelf jnto the will 
1 of; her Beloved, and if ſhe ſtoops be- 
Le. neath her ſelf, ſhe moults all things 3 into 


G 2 her 


(.124 ) 
ſs, ind eſteems. or values 


ber own [i 


ping 6c according to j its natural goodneſs, | 


ur” accordi ing to ' her own good liking 


or pleaſure : And bo makes that Evil, | 


which was by God created: good in Na- 


ture. He who. loves God above all 
things, i is well pleaſed with whatſoever 
is well-plealing to God, and is troubled 
at every thing that diſpleaſerh him, -and 
therefore he loves Righteouſneſs and 


hates Iniquity, does that which is Good 


and avoids Evil : 1 ſay he does that which 


is good, tho notalways according to the , 


works of the Law, yet always in confor- 
mity with the end of the Law ; ; for it 
happens ſomerimes, that a man in doing 


contrary to the works of the Law, yet: 


does that which is right and good" with 
reference to the end of the Law. Now 
the end of the Law is the Love of God 

above all things, with which no manner 
of Evil doing may confitt. So that he 
who truly loves God, keeps all that God 
hath commanded boa: even ' wha ſoever 


is contain'd in the Divine Word, ; CCOT. / 


ding to the Doctrine of Sr. Auſtin, who 
exprefſeth himſelf in theſe following 
Words : © Love but, and then do what 


| 


thou 
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thou wilt -' Art, thou filent * be ſilent 


- 
— 


|| for Love'; doſt 'thou cry aloud'?*Cry 


* aloud for love: Doſt. thou -reprove ?- 
* Reprove for Love: Doſt thou recon- 
*cile ?-Reconcile out of Love : keep but 
this Root  m-thy cjheart3i even true 
Divine Love and Charity , and. than 
nothing but what's good- ,. can ever 
come from thee, nothing can be -done 
by thee, but what is ſaving, or tends to 


Salvation, Wherefore Men can .never 


be Divinely taught by any one, ſave only 
in the School of Love, with her alone 
are found the doers/of of the Divine 
Word; all other Arts and Learning 
whatſoever make nothing but Hearers 
only, "To this Art of Arts even the 
Love of God, Parents ſhould draw and 
allure their Children ; The Maſters ; 
their Schollars; the ſpiritual Paſtors y 
their' Sheep; 'or rather- the Sheep -of- 
Chriſt, Whatſoever it is they teach be- 
ſides this, is- nothing but -T.abour and 
Vexation of Spirit : Neither /indeed//is 
there any other Art neceſſary toSalvation; 
Yer it is'true too, that no' 'body- can'ef3 


| feQtually teach this Divine-Art of Love 


bur God' himſelf, * as: before” haztvi been 


may” "G9  declard, 


declar*d ,, wherefore ai. our Lord Je: | 
lus Chriſt forbids us,to look out for any | | 
ether Maſter, ter to attain the Art of | , 
Salyatian, fave himſelf alone. 3 *> 


CHAP x 4) 


They who love God in the Higheſt 
degree, do not think the Toak | 
and Burthen of Chriſt to be | 
Heavy or T roubleſome, but ra- 


ther Eafie and Light. 
"OTE A Las! How many heavy and intolle- f 


rable Burthens do we ſee, which F 
in this miſerable State, the Love of this 
World and our Flefily uncleanne(s, and 
corrupt inclinations, make very ealie and 
defirable. In order to get Riches we 
ſee the Merchant expoſeth himſelf to the 
Raging Sea, breaks his Sleep, and ſhor- 
tens his Life ; To arrive to Honous 
and Dignity a man abandons himſelf to 
a continual flavery at-Court, and to. all 
that. which is. hurtful and grievous to 
Soul arid. Body, : For the fake of Luſt 
aud: impure Love, more eſpecially that | 
which 


== bp 4 


which men bear -to 'Women, and Wo- 
men to. Men, 'what intolerable burthens 


Barn?: For Love, alas! is fo fat 

and'riveted.in our Fleſh and Blood, that 
| beyond any-other-thing -whatſoever no- 
body without the ſpecid],Grace and Afſu- 


curb or: reſtrain it, .much leſs-quite root” 
it. our, The inclination of :the heart 
brought the Love of Women along with» 
into Paradiſe, ard we luck the ſame - 
from onr Mothers Breaſts ; yea we take” 
it from our-Mothers hearts, whilſt -we - 
k are yet hid in the. #/omb. -& r the /ake 
of W:men (faithnZorobabe!,as we find it in 
| 2 Eſdras 4. 1441/5, 16.) Men forſake | 
and abandon their  Henour Lives and Goods, 
yea 'Vertue and Reaſon, and become Captian- 
ted,yea ſtnſtleſs and diſtr afied by Reſon of 
#8 Love they bear to them. "This mborn 
and inbred - Liove , neither Frock- nor 
Cowl, neither Church \nor. Convent,net 


oF 


except the grace of: God, 'through our 


work is Light and Eafie; for if that 


are -not readily, ' willingly and gladly . -_* 
rooted ' - 


rance of God, \can-any longer moderate,.. ._ * 


ther Cell nor Dogzen can keep/out:; * 


G..4. once. 4 


SR... | 
onte ſweetly imprefſerth ahd ingravesthe 
 unutterable Love of: God orf the heart, 
then all other Loves muſt pickup and 
be gone ; and the more clearly ſhema- 
'niteſts'her ſelf, 8nd! the more amiably 
the 'irfiagerth' or © forms” her ſelf in the 
Soul ;-4o much_the more: ſpeedily muſt 
Fleſh and Blood fmk/and- periſh. + Yea 
-ometimes ſhe- appears fo ſweet -to the 
'Soul, that ' all 'Creatures become diſtaſt- 
fulto ir: Here it is that our Iron-hard 
heart-becomes foft,: pliant, and yielding, 
the - heavy and troubleſome yoak | be» 
comes ſweer and eafte, and infuportable 
Burthenzlight and pleafurable,and all this 
becauſe God doth amiably niove and 
affect our Spirits.  V Vould you have 
me Communicate this Art ro you, and 
46ll'you how it is-able to perform- theſe 
preatthings ? Pray reſolve me firſt ofa 
matrer-which- is 4 thouſand” times lefs* 
How comes it - ro paſs that 'the heavy 
lumpiſh-Iron runs tothe embraces of rhe 
Load Stone, and' why as ſoon as a diſh 
or: be{on, wherein Iron; lies, is touched 
with the Load'ftone, -doth the Iron-raiſe 
it ſelf; -and>begin to: move thar- way''ts 
which the. Load Stone" draws it.-- no - 
S370 +07 tQOU | 
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= thou pic ' Stonels uble to do hi th + » 


thou .canſt not tell me how, or by what 
means ? Then wonder: comers h 4: the 
Creator,of Nature / freely = 
powerfully move his own, work, or how 
the. uhutterable Lovelineſs of God rated 

and felt in the Heart, doth ſublime and 
raiſe the ſpirit-in Love, . kindle ir, mele 
it, and make it-triumphantly joyful, and 
full of Jubilee. Doth the ſtone, draw 
the Iron. to it ſelf, without ſo much. as 
rouching ir, how much more then muſt 


' needs the'molt Rocky and obdurate Soul, .. 


being touched by the Eternal Heavenly 
Load-ſtone, be raiſed aboye it ſelf, and, : 
run into the Embraces of 

this powerful Drawer? Or Cantic. I. 4. 

how can it be otherwile , 

but that after this taſte . of the tranſcen-. 
dent Divine [weetneſs,all Tribulation and. 

Suffering ſtrewed over with this Sugar - 
muſt needs become ſweet and deſirable ? 

Or how is it poſhble but that all the. 

ſweetneſs of the Love, oppoſite to this , 

muſt needs lo'e irs taſte. and become bit=. 

ter and loathlome-; ſeeing the common 

Proverb aſſures us, that to him who rel- 


; liſherh the Sperit, the Fleſy becomes dis 


G 5 taſteful .: 


ff 
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6g aboctable © Fox the Net 
ieopet ys of the Holy Spirit of- 
- In g. Love of 5 is this, 
par ſhe rouches, ſhe draws 
ber al res z where ſhe is relliſhed, ſhe 
drives and. impells; where ſhe is felr and 
experienced, ſhe” rejoyceth the Heart. 
Moreover ſhe has this particular proper- 
ty, that ſhe robs the Fleſh of all its 
ſweetneſs, like as the Meridian Bright- 
neſs of the Sun, diſcountenances and- 
darkens the Light of a Candle. Fur- 
thermore ſhe hath this alſo amongſt the- 
reft of her properties that ſhe ſweetens 
all pains and griefs; comforts and re- 
lieves Miſery and W retchedneſs, reſtores 
all weakneſs, makes all labour light and: 
ealie, turns weeping into laughter, and, 
ſorrow into joy, He that experimentally 
hinds her, rejvyceth to ſuffer. for the ſake 
of Chriſt, from his very heart deſires to. 
bear the Crofs with Chrift. , and longs 
for the Fire of Temptation, that therein: 
his Love,being tried, and refined from a'l 
Drof*, may purely and nakedly cleave to 
God, "and therefore cries our with the 
divine Spoule : Cartic. 4. 16. Ariſe thou 
Ner#b ghd, and COM? 01 Eaſt wind , Foo 
low 
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bhe.op m my Gents, ew Spices © 
me) flo folk god their ſwcet Odour: 
"es ſhe had faid;come Tempration from 
all quarters, try and prove my Vettues 


1 and.Grraces, that they may: become pure 


Goid,: and be for the amendment and e- 
dification of all that: hear or ' ſee them... 
O Hely and Divine Spirit ! O ſweereſt 
Gueſt and Inmate of the Soul! O only 
lire of men! He that wants thee, tho” 
alive is dead before God ;and he that hath 
got thee, can. never die. with God, tho - 
the world be carrying him forth ro his 
grave! Thou art far more necefJary ro 
the Joul, then the Soul is to the Bady !- 
V Vhere thou art no!, there the outward / 
dying is the beginning of Eternal death, 
but where thou art, of Eternal Lite! Jn, 
thee.moſt Holy God we are, in thee we:- - 
lize, in thee we: are avingly moved, and-: 
al this from the Merits and SarisfaQion.. 
of our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, the only*Re. 


decmer of the V Vorld, in whom-the un+ 


wterable Mercy of God, and over great 


ugh the?,O Holy Gholt,fo plainly t- 
naged..and deeply imprinted in our 
earts' that we: cannot 4ook .for, any 
| thia y 


W ro 4s, is fo clearly manifeſted, and 
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thing elſe but. Love: from the Father, 2 
Son and Spirir»z *ſo'that- it is. now mo] - 
-more poſſible for us to. take any _— | 
God for our God, than it is poſhble+ for. 
any one elſe ro ſhew us ſuch tranſcendent] 
and-uameaſurable Mercy, Kindneſs and 
Love, asthou haſt made us partakers'of- 
It is poſſible, and it hath oft happened, 
that even wicked Men have wrought 
Miracles, being the. ſame thing. Scrip- 
ture teſtifhes, that Antichriſt ſhall do at 
his: coming. Ir is alfo poſſible, that the, 
Enemies of God may in outward Gifts 
of Charity ſhew themſelves more liberal 
to.the Eyes of Men, than ever thou 
haſt done, and to make others by their 
Liberality rich and powerful and ſuch 
like.. But all theſe are but uncertain 
{1pns and marks of the right-true Love. 
Toſuffer and die for the ſake of the Be-' 
loved Object, is a true and: infallible ſ1gn- 
of Love; when this is done for Gods 
fake, it ſhews a Love ſufficient to Salva- 
tion 3.and-if it-be done for the fake of a 
Friend , then is-it an expreſſion of the 
higheſt degree of Human Love, as the 
Lord Jeſus witnefleth. - No Mc# Can: have 
greater Love than #45 that he lay down his 
Life 


— 


* tw RS. 15.31 Burife this Love 
- riſe ger higher, even rothat degree as t5 
make a Man: willing to ſuffer and die foy 


Te I) .'7 ii al | 
Ld 


his Enemyy then''is it a certain Markiof 


| the Loveof God: alone. ' V'Ve read'of - 


Anrichrift, that he ſhall dohis'urmoſtens 
deavour and diligencezas far as is poſſible, 
to appear outwardly like tro Chriſt inMis 
racles, VVorks of VVonder,and in all 
his other Adtionsand Behaviour: ; yea to 
be more kind and beneficent in outward 
Gifts and Liberality. He will, as wasbe- 
fore hinted, .by his Liberality 'niake tho 
Rich and Powerful that believe in him , 
and will alſo draw to his Party ſuch as 
are Rich and Powerful, with rigour and 
ſeverity, and by fear compel them; for 
he will horribly afflit, rorment and put 
to Death, ſch' as will notbelieve in him, 
Burir will never pleaſe him to ſuffer for 
his Enemies, and. to die for thoſe © that 
hate him, by which it appears, that his 
Love isſo far from being the true. Divine 
Love, that it is not ſo much as the high- 
eſt Degree of 'Human Love. V Vhere- 
fore alſoall.theſe pompous Shews of his - 
Love,will be of no force with the Ele& - 
of-God to deceive them. Out of = | 

one 


ws FB : - 
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withes' C Grace. | Neither is there' any 


other Name under Heaven, wherein,and 


whereby, we may be faved,ſave only the 


ſweeteſt Name Jeſs , to whom. alone. 


therefore we point and direct all, who 
are defirousto be inflamed with the Love 
of God ; for inhim alone we meet with 
all that oughe and muſt _be fought for in 
order to our Salvation-. 


"CHAP. Xxt 
The moſt ſure and certain Sign of 
all, as well of. our entire Love to 
God, as of his Gracious Lave to 


_ us, 48 a perfect Emptineſs or Ex+ 
inanition of Spar it. 


PHE Heart of a true Lover of God 
aboye all things ,. becomes empricd” 
and void of ajl Creaturesas ſoon as it is- 
artived to the degree of Perfei- Love, 
_ fo tharnothing but God, tree and alone, 
- rxemainsinhis Bpirit, all Crenures whar- 
"I ſocyer 


” Love of God breaks forth and —_— j 
_ wſelf; out of him alone flow forth the | 


q 


EC FRE TEST THAT 


| Signs of Gods dw | 

| | rain, doubtful and to be ubefted. Bur 
when a Man is become yoid and empty 
of himſelf , and all Creatures, when he 
forgets his own Life , his Merits,his Sal- 
vation; and:ſeeks nothing but the Ho- 
nour of God, when he is only well plea- 
ſed with his Will , whether ir be to his 
profit or loſs pleaſing or diſplealing,when 
he daily condemns himſelf , and judgerh 
no body but himſelf only , then without 
doubt, God hath taken up his abode in 
him, and he is top and brimful of God. 
Wherefore it is a grearGrace and Mer- 
cy of God., and not in the leaſt any efs 
FA of his wrath, when he makes us ſee 


that there is no "Fruth, no Faith,no cone. 


ſtant Love upon Earth ; when he mani- 
| feſtly diſcovers to a Man, that thole. wha 
are bound tolove him,and to returnGaod 


for Evil,do requite him Evil for his Goad,. 


Unfairhfulnef for Eove , for this- whe 
true and. ready way, by which God from 
Heaven, through hjs ſpecial Grace,emp, 


ties Fleſh of Fleſh, and faftens Spirit wa 


Spirit 
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' , "Spirit, Wherefore beg thou of Godghax 
he would be plealed-to empty. thee of thy 
ſelf andof all Creatures ,. and. take it, for 
a ſpecial;friendly,fure Token of; the Love. 
of God towards. thee, ,when' that be, 
comes. unloving or--dilpleafing to thee, I 
what at any time, thou haſt loved. out of 
meaſure: For as long as thou cleaveſt to.a+ 
ny thing, - that is not God, thou muſt 
needs be and continue uncertain, whether 
God be in thee or no , 'and tho he may 
be-in thee without thy Knowledg, yet 
will he never clearly come unto thee,and 
fully manifeſt himſelf in thee , until all 
other Loves be rid out of thy heart, This 
is. that which St. Paul declares, when he 
ſaith s Cor.2.11,12,12. That they who 
build Siubble,Hay and Word upon the .ſa- 
- vitto Foundatim ſhall indeed le Saved, be- 
eauſe they love God above all things, yet 
| no otherwiſe, but ſo as. by. Fire,. and that | 
— for this reaſon, becauſe they love other 
things beſides and together with God ; 
but they who baild fire Gold, Silver .and 
pretious Stones, Which are not ſubject to 
Ruſt,and are refn'd and purged from all 
drofs, and Refuſe, wpon the true Fourdati- 
en, Viz. The Love of God above all 
things 
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yy tinge, they eel noreopaſ the fied 


| manner as he will beloved of his: moſt 
; | beloved.friends ;oof: whom: he: requires, 
_accbrfling to. the Goſpel: DoCtrine, that 


( T7: 137 ) 


they love God: only; in, the fame 


they-.hate theif Father and Mother,theit 
Brothers and Siſters. yea even their own 
Souls. Now they (who: do love at this 
rate, they have-efcap'd from , and: are 
out of -the reach-of: Hell ; foraſmuch as 
they, have loved | God above all things. 
'They wauld alſo be rid of all Temporal 
Suffetings, ;wereit not-that their bodily 
Sufferings, did:above meaſure conduce to 
their;Erernal Joy,and-that their hearts are 
to that degree inflamed with the Love of _ 
God, that they defire 'nathing- more or 
higher, than, as far as is poſſible, to be 
made conformable to the Suffering Lamb 
of God in all things. They alſo whoſe 
Eoveisarrived at this high pitch , have 
nothing which they cleave unto, but an 
entire poor Spirit ; wherefore alſo they 
ſuffer nothing here upon Earth, fave on- 
ty LbiSSufferings , asalſoour Lord Je 
ſus endured no other Sufferings, fave 
thoſe of Love., For out of Love alone 
was he conceived, born, circumciſed, dri- 

- ven 


Reft and Sleep :- Out; of : Engulary tran- 
fcendem: oral Lavee: left his moſt:\Ho- 
ly Mah, His Deareſt! Friend,./ his" - 
paliles, fwveat Blood,wes in an 
ſetfed, fmittem-on-the Face; endur'd' fall 
Witneſs, perverſe Judgment, Mockings, 
Scourgings, canderaning to Death, the 
weight and bitterneſs of [the Croſs ., 'and 
laſt of -all the moſt cruel and painful 
Death : Wherefozxe to him be Praiſe, 
| Honour and Thankſgiving, now and at. 
_ all rimes, eveiPfor ves 
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Jeſus thine 1 am, ſave me 
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T ts a Lamentable Thing, That 
Chriſtians, ſince the Death and 
Paſſion of Chriſt, and the Apo- 
files Deceaſe , are fallen into [6 

great an Ignorance of Chrift and his - 
rue Faith , omtof which no Man can 

be ſaved. And though it be atfficult to _ 
diſPute about the eſtathſhed and confir- 
- med Faith, yet Brotherly Love requires 
every one to give his Neighbour all the 
Information, Help and Aſſiſtanc: be os 
tat 


" T4. The Preface, 
._ -- © that the Foandation of all Good , and | - 
the Root of on ab cn : 
and true Fanh ## Chrift may no: þe- 0 
raſb or be loſt : Whereforel think myÞ ' 
felf oblig'd and; baund:1n Daty, by er 
—_y cuz, _ Call: 2 ri 
eea the Hungry with the Wayad of God, |. 
et. and and Þ hm the 1 
o0d ; accordingly truſting tu |. 
God, I have here undertaken to write ” 
famply of the Faith in Chriſt. He that \ © 
£4an do better, let him ſet about it , all | 5; 
to the Glory of, God, and the Eaificatt- 
-& and  Amenament of his Netghboar, 
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